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About the University
Pandit Sundarlal Sharma (Open) University Chhattisgarh
is located in Bilaspur and was established by an Act of the
State Legislative Assembly (Act 26 of 2004). The
University was formally inaugurated by the former Vice
Prime Minister, Govt. of India, Shri Lal Krishna Advani on
20" January, 2005 in the 55" year of the republic of India.
It offers several programmes/courses in ODL mode
through 6 Regional Centres and 106 Study Centres in the
entire region of Chhattisgarh. The university is
appropriately named to honor Pandit Sundarlal Sharma
(1881-1940). He was among the stalwarts of Indian
freedom fighter who stood for social justice, equality and
non-violence. He is epitomized as the 'Ghandhi of
Chhattisgarh' for his unigue contribution to society.
About Bilaspur
Bilaspur is the second largest city of importance in
Chhattisgarh. It is known as the judicial as well as the
cultural capital of the state (Nyayadhani and
Sanskardhani), and is rich in etiquette & hospitality. The
Bilaspur High Court is the largest High Court of Asia. This
city is also the headquarters for South East Central
Railway Zone and South Eastern Coalfields Limited. Ever
since the creation of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur has
progressed by leaps and bounds. Bilaspur is the third
cleanest railway station of India. It is well known for
handloom woven colourful soft Kosa silk saris and for its
rich heritage and culture. This city has also developed as
educational hub of Chhattisgarh. The place is a nice
amalgamation of a fast developing city and at the same
time of a region having natural beauty and spiritual
importance.
Tourist spotsinandaround Bilaspurinclude:
*Ratanpur (Mahamaya Temple) — about 22 Km from the
University and one of the Shakti peeth.
*Malhar - about 14 Km from Bilaspur rich in reminents of
Temples (Pataleshwar KedarDevraniJetharani etc.)
*Giraudhpuri - a religious place for Satnami and birthplace
of Sant Guru Ghasidas having a monument called
“Jaithkhamb” (Taller than Qutub Minar).

Route Direction
How to reach Bilaspur
By Train: Bilaspur is well-connected by Railways/Road
transport, and situated on the Mumbai -Nagpur-Howrah
route of the Indian Railways. Another nearby station is
Usalapur.
By Air : Nearest airport is at Raipur (Swami Vivekanand
Airport) which is about 126 Km away from Bilaspur City.
How to reach the University from Bilaspur city:
The University is located at Koni-Birkona Road which is
approximately 10 km from the railway station. Prepaid
autos are available at railway station charging around Rs.
100 for coming upto the University. Bilaspur also has city
buses that ply regularly from Railway station to the
University Main Gate.

Concept Note

Changing social, economic, ecological and political
conditions of the world pose before us the idea of Global
Nations. Everything including the food we eat, the
television serial we watch, or the clothes we wear speak
of the global-local interface. Our daily life is being
affected by events that happen in any part of the world
including the more fluid world of cyberspace. However,
globalisation is happening, reassessing the national
boundaries, and the question of national identity is
becoming more vociferous. There are many who see
globalisation as a dangerously homogeneous process
which poses a serious threat to local or national cultures.
They therefore indulge in emotional rhetoric of culture
preservation. Thus dilemmas of globalisation are
affecting the nations and their cultural identities
inherently shared across national and many other
boundaries.

The question of nation, culture and identity
gains significance from the fact that a person's national
identity results directly from the presence of elements
like national symbols, language, colours, nation's history,
blood-ties, culture, music, cuisine, and so on. Under
various social influences, people incorporate national
identity into their personal identities by adopting beliefs,
values, assumptions and expectations which align with
one's national identity. People, with the identification of
their nation, view national beliefs and values as
personally meaningful, and translate these beliefs and
values into daily practices. In the modern day debate,
various facets of national and cultural identity have been
discussed in scholarly circles in almost every disciplinary
area including literature, cultural studies, history,
sociology, and political science. The advent of literary and
cultural theories in the literary field has brought major
changes in the way of reading, interpreting and
understanding literature and culture.

The seminar looks for presentations that explore
and investigate new meanings and assumptions
regarding the nuances of globalisation, nation and the
construction of identities, as well as papers that analyse
the ideas, issues and theories related to the concept of
Global Nations.

Possible topics may include but are not restricted to the
followingissues:

g Race, Nation and Ethnicity

Nation, Border and Globalization

Gender, Nation and Identity

Education, Nation and Society

Religion, Philosophy, Ethics and Cultural Identity
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Language, Society and Culture
Trans-nationalism, Cyber culture and
Information Technology

Postcolonial Literature and Culture
Postmodernism and Cultural Identity

Diaspora, Nation and Identity

Folk Culture and Literature

Nation and Subaltern Narratives

Cinematic Representations and Cultural Identity
CALLFOR PAPERS:

Interested participants are requested to send an abstract
within 300 words and full papers, not exceeding 3000
words (excluding notes and references), to be submitted
through e-mail by the last date as mentioned below to
semeng2017 @gmail.com Full papers with abstracts and
short bio-notes of the author(s) should be mailed as a
single MS word attachment, font size 12 in Times New
Roman with 1.5 line spacing. Participants are requested to
adhere strictly to the guidelines provided in the MLA
handbook (latest edition).

Publication: The papers will be blindly reviewed and those
selected by the editorial board will be published in an
edited book by a reputed publisher with ISBN.

No TA/DA or any other allowances will be provided to the
participants for attending the seminar.

Deadline for submissions:

Submission of abstract: 25 January 2017

Notification of acceptance (on or before): 30 January 2017
Submission of full paper: 05 February 2017

Payment of registration fee: 05 February 2017
Registration Fee:

Registration fee includes: Tea/coffee, lunch on both the
days, and Seminar Kit.

Faculty 1000 Rupees
Research Scholars / Students 500 Rupees
In case of seminar presentation made by joint authors,
each of them must get registered separately.

The registration fee may be sent via online transfer/
NEFT/ cash deposit/Demand Draft to

Name of a/c- Seminar Convener English

Account No.: 58100100000262

BANK OF BARODA

BIRKONA BRANCH

IFSC code: BARBOBIRKON. (Fifth characteris zero)

Note: Delegates are requested to make their own
arrangements for accommodation. However, assistance
will be provided to find adequate hotel /guest house
accommodation on prior request.

b

-
Lo

-,
o

-
L3

. T SU
A X

-
-




